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And were it not for the screen of Existences the splendour of my
Essence

Had consumed and annihilated the appearances of its own mani-
festation.

Welcome then to the everlasting Unity, the One, the Truth,

Before which the greybeards of learning and experience are the merest
infants.

With the special conclusions which an over-logical
mind might deduce from such vast premisses, we
have no concern. But whatever opinion be formed
regarding the value of the doctrine, it will hardly be
disputed that its immediate and natural result must
be a tone of mind alike tolerant towards others, and
averse to change in itself. To it we owe the
phenomenon, not uncommon, but at times misinter-
preted, of liberal-thinking Mahometans, capable of
feeling and of expressing high appreciation ami es-
teem for systems other than their own; the Christian
for example. Whence occasionally follow hopes and
conjectures as to the reversionary prospects of our
Western ideas on the anticipated demise of Islam.
But the matter is not so. The standing-point which
the ' Broad. Church; Mahometan lias reached is one
best, perhaps, defined as a pantheistic monotheism,
perfectly reconcilable with the exoteric locutions of
the Koran, and nearer in fact to the famous Chapter
of Unity, than to any other known formula. As
reasonably might a Mr. Maurice, or a Mr. Robertson,
be expected to coalesce with Islam, as these men
with Christianity.

But to pursue this topic further would lead us
beyond the limits of our present scope; sufficed here
to have sketched the general mental, pose of our
educated Levantine-Mahometan merchant.

Town-life has, however, furnished examples also of